






ADVANCED              Exalead (Cont) 

and/or “prejudice” with 
“defendants.” The actual syntax 
would be ((racial bias OR     
prejudice) NEAR/10  judge* 
AND defendant). Exalead’s      
results were mostly relevant,  
even though it is a French search   
engine.  
      The results list I got at Google 
using only the AND operator was 
staggering and almost all the sites 
that I looked at were not on my 
topic, since its engine dug up 
every instance where racial  
prejudice was mentioned. It is 
possible to get close to the  
NEAR operator in Google - I’ll 
let the experts explain how: 

Using Google's asterisk-
in-quotations approach to 
emulate a NEAR operator 
is a little cumbersome but 
does work (as of October 
2006). For example, to 
specify a close (at most 2 
w o r d s '  d i s t a n c e )               
co-occurrence of "house" 
and "dog", the following 
search-expression could 
be   specified: 

"house * dog" OR "dog * 
house" <--Search for 
house/dog up to 2 words 
apart.  

Note the operator "OR" 
must be in capital letters. 
One asterisk allows a 
proximity of at most two 
words' distance between 
two search-words. To 
span 7 intervening words, 
use 3 asterisks... 

To span up to 11 inter-
vening words in a Google 
search, use 4 asterisks, 
etc. 8 

 

      Imagine what the actual    
syntax of my search could look 
like if the above example gets you 
dog house! 
      Other advantages to using  
Exalead include:  
 

• It offers a lot more informa-
tion on it’s search result pages 
than other search engines,    
including thumbnail images, 
an option to display other    
content from a site including 
directory listings, audio, 
video or RSS feeds and 
provides excellent narrowing 
options on the right side. 9      

• Exalead's Advanced Search 
also offers some unusual types 
of special searches, 1) pho-
netic spelling with the sound-
slike: operator, 2) approximate 
spelling with the spellslike: 
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     spelling with the spellslike:  
     operator, and  3) regular  
     expression using regex syntax.  
• The language limit available 

in the Advanced Search in-
cludes 54 languages as of Oct. 
2006 (probably the largest 
number of any search  

engine!). Multiple languages 
can be selected on the  
Preferences page.10 

 

      Exalead’s only weaknesses 
are that it uses a much smaller  
database than most other search 
engines and that it may not be  
updated as frequently. 11 
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